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African Renaissance Ambassador (A-RA) Clubs 

 

 

Welcome! 
Thank you for your interest in partnering with the African Renaissance Ambassador Corporation’s 

(ARA, pronounced ‘E-RA’) PReparatory Educational Program (PREP) program, an umbrella program 

that includes A-RA clubs and A-RA summer camps. The goal of PREP is to prepare African students for 

life after graduation. Our recent survey of university graduates showed what you may already be aware of, 

that primary through university education could cost up to millions of Francs CFA.  Yet, because of the 

dearth of opportunities, high unemployment and underemployment, the return on this investment is often 

low. Many graduates move back home and depend on their parents for basic needs. It is unfortunate that 

so much talent and potential in African youth goes to waste. Even those who get jobs or start a career after 

graduation usually settle for jobs that do not bring out the best in them.  

A-RA believes that unemployment and underemployment is NOT inevitable. With planning and 

coordination, things can be reversed. A-RA believes that African youth have the intellectual prowess and 

work ethic to be as ingenious and creative as any other world recognized scientists, artists, teachers, 

musicians, theologians, doctors, lawyers, anthropologist, business women/men, economists, writers, 

actors, etc – that is, people whose works our students read in schools, whose achievements they admire, 

and who make a difference in the world. What African students and youth need is structured mentoring, 

coordinated planning, and the right environment to encourage and nurture their unique God-given talents.  

In 2007 A-RA organized a pioneering national debate competition for secondary schools 

representing over 30000 students in Cameroon. The project was sponsored by Africans in Diaspora and 

good will non-Africans, with the participation of the Ministry of Education in Cameroon and CRTV 

Cameroon. Provincial Delegates, School principals, teachers, and students expressed appreciation for the 

program and the need for is continuation. Sample video clips of this successful event are available on our 

organization website (www.araforchange.com).  

The new A-RA Club PREP program builds on the lessons and success of the A-RA debates, and 

creates an ever-expanding list of schools and student leaders committed to making their community and 

world a better place. Your participation in the PREP program is the first and crucial step toward ensuring 

that Africa’s youth have the opportunity to fulfill their potential and have successful careers after they 

graduate. As an A-RA Club host institution and participant, you become part of African Renaissance 

Ambassadors – people who believe that the future is too important to waste!!  

Becoming part of this movement is exciting and rewarding. We look forward to reviewing your 

application and supporting you to prepare African youth to identify and pursue their career goals with 

greater clarity and support network from teachers, mentors, and their peers.  

Thank you.    

  
Kenneth Ngwa, PhD                                                                  Jenny Asana, M.Ed  
ARA Club PPEP program Director                                            National Adviser, Cameroon 
 
 

African Renaissance Ambassador Corp                                        
1969 S. Alafaya Trail 134,                                                             

Orlando, FL 32828 
USA 

Tel: (+1) 888-688-3576 
www.araforchange.com 

Email: ara@araforchange.com 
 

 

http://www.araforchange.com/
http://www.araforchange.com/
mailto:ara@araforchange.com
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What is the A-RA Club Program? 
  

The A-RA club Preparatory Educational Program (PREP) equips and prepares African Youth through 

registered extra-curricular programs for successful careers after graduation. PREP nurtures talent and 

creativity, constructive debates, self respect and respect for others, community service. As a sub-category 

of PREP, A-RA clubs are the intellectual and social “laboratories” for the next generation of leaders, 

innovators, creators, inventors, artist, etc. Aiming to build on the success of the previously organized 

Trademark A-RA Debates in Cameroon which involved over 30000 students from 17 secondary schools. 

A-RA clubs will provide a safe environment for students to think creatively, critically, and passionately 

about their studies, about their life post graduation, and about their involvement in community 

development. Outstanding students, activities, presentations, and creative research projects carried out in 

A-RA clubs will be in the running for sponsorships and awards.    

 

 
 
A-RA clubs are student-centered and student-driven. A-RA will work with host institutions – 

administration and teacher/professor – to provide mentorship and assistance towards the realization of 

students’ highest potentials and ambitions. A-RA clubs are the place where dreams are born, nurtured, and 

allowed to flourish.  
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Why A-RA Club PREP Program?  
 

There is great need to prepare African students for life after school, to help them have jobs and a 

productive career as a return on the educational investment from their parents and teachers, and to help 

them realize their full potential and become ambassadors of positive social change in their communities 

and around the world. Many academic programs in Africa have a rigorous curriculum for traditional, 

commercial, and technical education. Sadly, however, after sacrificial investments made by parents and 

teachers to train and educate students, many graduates end up unemployed or underemployed.  

 

 
 

A-RA believes that one way to address this problem is to create sustainable and structured mentoring that 

allows students to identify their career paths as soon as possible, strategize about how to achieve that goal, 

and network with companies and organizations that allow students to intern or work. Only by being 

intentional about career choices and development can students be better prepared to face the reality of the 

post-graduation world. Through A-RA clubs, students will have opportunities to do community service, 

develop leadership skills and the art of public speaking, develop self respect and confidence, benefit from 

and provide mentorship, etc. By linking education to the real world, A-RA clubs will provide an 

invaluable service to training the next generation of leaders and empowering them to rise to the challenge 

of becoming active and productive citizens.   
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How do A-RA Clubs work?  
 

Purpose and Membership 

 

A-RA clubs are intended to provide young people of all social, economic, and religious backgrounds with 

opportunities to develop academically, build leadership skills, contribute to their communities in the form 

of civic engagement and service, and create a mentoring program that facilitates student transition into 

higher education or into the job market. Clubs may be associated with established institutions, and 

membership is open to existing students (in academic institutions) and members (in other approved 

institutions). Club activities are not for profit-making, and members are forbidden from using club time 

and name for profit-making. To constitute a club, members must be SIX (6) minimum; there is no 

maximum number.  

 

 
 

Club Structure and Management  

Clubs that exist within academic institutions are expected to run in the form of a typical school club and, 

therefore, should not distract from the institution’s core curricular program. Clubs associated with other 

approved institution are expected to adopt the structures of a “school club” and plan events in ways that 

do not impinge on the host institution’s calendar.  

 

Management of club structure and activities will be essentially in the hands of registered club members. 

Clubs are expected to elect group leaders (President, Secretary, and Treasurer) who will serve for a period 

of ONE year. Membership and leadership in clubs is renewable, voluntary but not automatic. To maintain 

confidentiality and transparency, leaders MUST be elected anew each year. Once constituted and 

approved by A-RA and host institution, club members should immediately create their internal by-laws, 

which should be submitted to A-RA (through an A-RA representative) for filing and documentation. All 
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club laws MUST be consistent with and conform to official institution rules and regulations, as well as to 

national laws. NO ILLEGAL activities are approved by A-RA, nor can any such activities be carried out 

in the name of A-RA. 

 

A “Club Year” shall run from September-May.  

 

Club Events 

Clubs are expected to organize a series of events related to Academics, Civic Engagement, Community 

Service, and Career development: 

a. Academics: This should include (but not be limited to) study groups, research and invention 

projects, debates, arts and crafts, etc.  

b. Civic and Cultural Engagement: This could be in the form of Games/sports, cultural performances 

(music, artwork, drama/poetry performances, etc)  

c. Community Service: This could take the form of clean-up campaigns, community outreach to the 

poor and needy, HIV/AIDS sensitization campaign in collaboration with local medical institutions, 

mentoring junior students, etc. 

d. To leverage Club activities beyond the “Club Year” ARA organizes summer programs on career 

development, job-linkage, entrepreneurship, community service, 
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Assessments and support from ARA 

Clubs shall prepare written documents assessing their annual activities, proposing areas for future 

participation, and nominations for possible financial/mentoring support from A-RA. Clubs may choose to 

create videos of their event(s) and submit for possible publication on A-RA website, as well as make 

nominations for sponsorship of outstanding performances or creative ideas. To be considered for funding, 

projects must demonstrate creativity, relevance to club activities, and consistency with A-RA ideals and 

goals. Nominations MUST come from club members ONLY and be done in secret. Unanimous 

nominations for LEGAL projects cannot be overridden either by club or administrative authorities. To be 

considered for support, nominations MUST be submitted to A-RA board members by April 1 of each 

year. Submissions can be made either by email and/or posted on A-RA website, under the A-RA clubs 

webpage.  
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What is the Impact of A-RA Club PREP?  

 Empowered African Youths who can realize their full potential and a return investment on all the 

money and time and support provided by their sponsors, teachers/professors and other mentors 

 Empowered African youths who can debate about their future and find  solutions to African 

problems and contribute to finding solutions to 21st century world challenges 

 Unleashed innovation and creativity of the best of young Africans evident in transformative new 

ideas, talent discovery, innovative business start-ups. 

 Increased employment of African youth 

 Increased number of African youth participating in community service and becoming ambassadors 

for positive social change (aka, African Renaissance Ambassadors) 
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Where do I go for help? 
 
Your Advisor 

Regional A-RA PREP coordinators or program assistants are available to answer questions you may have 

about starting a new A-RA club. Your national Advisor or A-RA Club PREP Director can also be 

contacted if needed 

 

 

 
 
**Please note that A-RA Corp will never contact host institutions, clubs, or any of its members 

requesting funds for materials, equipment, or other such items.  All communication from the organization 

will be through our website, an official www.araforchange.com or aracorporation.org e-mail address, or a 

visit/phone call from a verifiable A-RA representative. If you receive any such requests or other 

communication you have questions about please verify by e-mailing us at ara@araforchange.com. 

  

  

The A-RA Action Center 

www.araforchange.com 

 

 

 

http://www.araforchange.com/
mailto:ara@araforchange.com
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What’s next? Be a part of Change. Start a club!    

1. Identify a core student group. Your school administration will want to see a number of students participating, and you will 

need to find others who are committed to this effort. Including others in the leadership now will help you reach out to more 

people and provide diverse perspectives. It will also make the leadership transition easier at the end of your term. 

 

2. Become an official school club. Your school can provide 

valuable knowledge and resources. This toolkit guides you 

through A-RA club requirements, but it is extremely important to 

be aware of, and adhere to, your school’s guidelines for forming 

school clubs. 

 

3. Choose an advisor. All A-RA Clubs require an adult advisor. 

For a club that is sponsored by a school, this advisor must be a 

faculty or staff member. Take time to select someone who cares 

about making a difference in your local community and who has 

the time to dedicate to your success. 

 

4. Find out about A-RA’s work. Visit the website 

(www.araforchange.com) and check out the resources available to 

volunteer and youth leaders. 

 

5. Register your club. Email: ara@araforchange.com or visit araforchange.com  

 

6. Upon receipt of registration confirmation from A-RA Corp elect your leadership officers. (You do not need to submit 

this information to A-RA. We only require the name and contact information for 

the club advisor) 

 

7. Begin extracurricular activities and document them to score points for 

awards, scholarships, and funding support for your club and your institution 

 

 

 

Move Ahead! Your future is too important to waste! 

Visit www.araforchange.com/ to submit you’re A-RA Club 

Registration or simply email: ara@araforchange.com 

 

 

Have any questions? Contact us: 

  
African Renaissance Ambassador (A-RA) Corp                                        

1969 S. Alafaya Trail 134,                                                             
Orlando, FL 32828 

USA 
Tel: (+1) 888-688-3576 
www.araforchange.com 

Email: ara@araforchange.com 

http://www.araforchange.com/
mailto:ara@araforchange.com
http://www.araforchange.com/
mailto:ara@araforchange.com
http://www.araforchange.com/
mailto:ara@araforchange.com

